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I. Circle the appropriate answer – A, B or C for the blanks in the following two texts. DO NOT WRITE THE ANSWERS IN THE BLANKS.

a) Graduates - the new measure of power (from BBC NEWS, 2 March 2011) 

(1.) __________ the beginning of (2.) __________ last century, the power of nations might have been measured in battleships and coal. In this century it's as likely to be graduates.  

There (3.) __________ an unprecedented global surge in the numbers of young people going to university. Among the developed OECD countries, graduation rates have almost doubled since (4.) __________. China's plans are not so much an upward incline as a vertical take-off. In 1998, there were only about 1,000,000 students in China. Within a decade, it had become the biggest university system in the world. Figures last month from (5.) __________ China's education ministry reported more than 34 (6.) __________ graduates in the past four years. The president of Yale described this as the fastest such (7.) __________ expansion in human history. Inextricably linked with this expansion has been another (8.)__________ - the globalisation of universities. 

There are more universities operating in other countries, recruiting students from overseas, setting up partnerships, providing online degrees and teaching (9.) __________ other languages than ever before. Chinese students are taking degrees taught in English in Finnish universities; the Sorbonne is awarding French degrees in Abu Dhabi; US universities are opening in China and South Korean universities are switching teaching to English so they can (10.) __________ with everyone else. It's like one of those board games where all the players are trying to move on to (11.) __________ squares. It's not simply a case of western universities looking for new markets. Many countries in the Middle East and Asia are deliberately seeking overseas universities, (12.) __________ a way of fast-forwarding a research base. In Qatar, the purpose-built Education City (13.) __________ branches of eight overseas universities, with more to follow. Shanghai is set to be another magnet for international campuses.

This global network is the way of the future, says John Sexton, president of New York University. "There's a world view that universities, and the most talented people in universities, will operate beyond (14.) __________ . Much like in the Renaissance in Europe, when the talent class and the creative class travelled among the great idea capitals, (15.) __________ in the 21st century, the people who carry the ideas that will shape the future will travel among the capitals. But instead of old European names it will be names like Shanghai and Abu Dhabi and London and New York. Those universities will be populated by those high-talent people.

1. A) at 
 

B) in


C) on 

2. A) a


B) the


C) 0
3. A) was


B)  has been 

C) had been

4. A) the mid-1990s 
B) middle 1990s
C) the middle of 1990s

5. A) a


B) the


C) 0
6. A) millions of

B) million of 

C) million

7. A) the


B) an


C) 0
8. A) phenomenum
B) phenomenon
C) phenomena

9. A) on


B) in


C) at

10. A) compete 

B) compeat 

C) compeet

11. A) everyone's else
B) everyone elses'
C) everyone else's

12. A) as 


B) like


C) by

13. A) is now having 
B) now has

C) has now been having

14. A) sovereignty 
B) soverignty

 C) soveiregnty

15. A) same

B) such
 
C) so

b) Geologists press for recognition of Earth-changing 'human epoch'
 (from Guardian online, 31 Mar 2011)
Experts want the human imprint in the geological record to be acknowledged as a new epoch, the Anthropocene

These are epoch-making times. Literally. There is now (1.) “__________  compelling evidence”, according to an influential group of geologists, that humans 

(2.)_________ such an impact on the planet that we are entering a new phase of geological time: the Anthropocene.

Millions of years from now, they say, alien geologists would be able to make out a human-influenced stripe in the accumulated layers of rock, in the same way that we (3.)________    the imprint of dinosaurs in the Jurassic, or the explosion of life that marks the Cambrian. Now the scientists are pushing for the new epoch (4.) ____________ officially recognised.

“We don’t know what (5.) ___________in the Anthropocene”, says geographer Professor Erle Ellis of the University of Maryland. “But we need to think differently and globally, to take ownership (6.) _______ the planet.”

Anthropocene, a term conceived in 2002 (7.)___________   Nobel laureate Paul Crutzen, means "the Age of Man". Geologists predict that our geological footprint  will be visible, for example, in radioactive material from the atomic bomb tests, plastic pollution, increased carbon dioxide levels and human-induced mass extinction.

The Anthropocene Working Group of the International Commission on Stratigraphy, (8.) _________ is the body charged (9.)__________  formally designating geological time periods, met at Burlington House, London, last month, to discuss (10.)__________  evidence for the planet  (11.)__________    into a new geological epoch.

.

There (12.) _________   seven epochs since the dinosaurs died out around 65m years ago.  The last time we passed   a geological boundary, entering the Holocene around 12,000 years ago (13.) ________   the end of the last ice age, we were (14.) __________     insignificant species, just one of a couple of hominids struggling to survive in a world (15.) _________ so many of our cousins, like Homo erectus, had failed to make it.

1.      A) the                          B) an                                      C) 0

2.     A) had                          B) had had                            C) have had

3.     A)  may see                   B) could have seen               C) can see

4.     A) be                       
B) to be                    

C) being

5.     A) would happen
B) shall happen

C) is going to happen

6.     A) of


B) on



C) at

7.      A) with                          B) by                                      C)  for

8.     A) that


B) who


C) which

9.     A) for                             B) with                                     C) to

10.   A) about                         B)  0                                         C) through

11.   A) to have crossed         B) having crossed                   C) to cross

12.  A) were                           B) had been                             C) have been 

13.   A) in                               B) at                                         C) during

14.   A) an                              B) 0                                         C) the

15.   A) that                           B) which                                  C) where

II. Fill in the boxes to complete the words (please write clearly!):

International tourism is on trial and the charge sheet is as long as it is condemning. Mass tourism is as□□□□□□□□ with rising crime, begging and other s□□□□□ problems. It stands accused □□ imposing on some of the world's most fragile ecosystems and of b□□□□ a force for en□□□□□□□□□□□ destruction. Powerful international companies are charged □□□□ robbing local people of water and other precious natural r□□□□□□□□, of forcing them from their homes, their lands and means of sur□□□□□.

Tourists to the developing world behave b□□□□. They disrespect their hosts by failing to observe dress c□□□□ and other cultural n□□□□. Moreover, it is alleged, tourism works to promote dominant Western values at the ex□□□□□ of proud and ancient cultures. The trade is fixed by multinational companies from the richest countries that cream off the lion's s□□□□ of the profits, leaving l□□□□□ for local people but menial jobs. Those accusing the companies include charities and human r□□□□□ groups, communities affected by tourism, and academics. 

III) Read the following text carefully and circle the letter next to the best answer to each question on the following pages.

 On January 6,1973, the anthropologist Margaret Mead published a startling little essay in TV Guide. Her contribution, which wasn't mentioned on the cover, appeared in the back of the magazine, after the listings, tucked between an advertisement for Virginia Slims and a profile of Shelley Winters. Mead's subject was a new Public Broadcasting System series called "An American Family," about the Louds, a middle-class California household. "Bill and Pat Loud and their five children are neither actors nor public figures," Mead wrote; rather, they were the people they portrayed on television, "members of a real family." Producers compressed seven months of tedium and turmoil (including the corrosion of Bill and Pat's marriage) into twelve one-hour episodes, which constituted, in Mead's view, "a new kind of art form"—an innovation "as significant as the invention of drama or the novel."

"An American Family" was a hit, and Lance Loud, the oldest son, became a celebrity, perhaps the world's first openly gay TV star. But for decades "An American Family" looked like an anomaly, by 1983, when HBO broadcast a follow-up documentary on the Louds, Mead's "new kind of art form" seemed more like an artifact of an older America. Worthy heirs to the Louds arrived in 1992, with the debut of the MTV series "The Real World," which updated the formula by adding a dash of artifice: each season, a handful of young adults were thrown together in a house, and viewers got to know them as they got to know one another. It wasn't until 2000, though, that Mead's grand claim started to look prescient. That year, a pair of high-profile, high-concept summer series nudged the format into American prime time: "Big Brother," a Dutch import, was built around surveillance-style footage of competitors locked in a house; "Survivor," a Swedish import, isolated its stars by shipping them somewhere warm and distant, where they participated in faux tribal competitions. Both of these were essentially game shows, but they doubled as earthy anthropological experiments, and they convinced viewers and executives alike that television could provide action without actors.

We are now more than a decade into the era that Mead, who died in 1978, saw coming. "I think we need a new name for it," she wrote, and in the past decade we have mainly settled on "reality television," although not without trepidation. "Reality" is, if not quite a misnomer, a provocation—a reminder of the various constraints and compromises that define the form. Certainly, "reality television" is an amorphous category; Mark Andrejevic, a cultural theorist, notes that "there isn't any one definition that would both capture all the existing genres and exclude other forms of programming such as the nightly news or daytime game shows." If Mead were alive today, she might be surprised at the diversity of the form, which has proved equally hospitable to glamorous competitions, like "American Idol," and to homely documentaries, like "Pawn Stars," which depicts the staff and clientele of a Las Vegas pawnshop. But she might also be surprised to see how many programs hew to the "American Family" formula: one of MTV’s biggest current hits is the riveting “Teen Mom" franchise, which follows a handful of young mothers as they negotiate shifting cultural realities and stubborn biological ones, building American families of their own. 

1. In line 3, the word tucked is closest in meaning to:
(a) stooped
(b) hidden
(c) stuck

2. In line 4, the word profile means:
(a) silhouette
(b) advert
(c) biographical sketch

3. Which of the following best replaces the word portrayed in line 7?
(a) implicated
(b) described
(c) depicted

4. In line 8, tedium means:
(a) monotony
(b) excitement
(c) confusion

5. In line 15, the word heirs means:
(a) offspring
(b) successors
(c) forebears

6. In line 16, the word artifice means:
(a) inventiveness
(b) deception
(c) simulation

7. In line 19, high-profile means:
(a) well-known
(b) provocative
(c) engaging

8. In line 22, the word faux means:
(a) animalistic
(b) artificial
(c) feral

9. In line 28, the word trepidation means:
(a) certainty
(b) hesitation
(c) arguing

10. In line 29, the word constraints means:
(a) propositions
(b) prohibitions
(c) limitations

11. In line 30, the word amorphous means:
(a) dangerous
(b) endless
(c) shapeless

12. In line 31, the word capture is best replaced by:
(a) reveal
(b) seize
(c) represent

13. In line 35, the word homely means:
(a) cozy
(b) unpretentious
(c) domestic

14. In line 37, the word riveting is best replaced by:
(a) gripping
(b) capturing
(c) likeable

15. In line 38, the word negotiate means:
(a) discuss
(b) manage
(c) escape

IV. Circle the letter next to the best answer to each question on the following pages.

1.  Dubliners was written by  

a) George Bernard Shaw
b) James Joyce

c) W.B. Yeats

2.  The U.S. President during the greater part of the 1990s was

a) Ronald Reagan

b) Bill Clinton

c) Gerald Ford

3.  Queen Victoria’s reign started in the

a) 18th century

b) 19th century

c) 20th century

4. Brave New World was written by 

a) Aldous Huxley

b) William Gibson

c) George Orwell

5.  Robinson Crusoe was written by

a) Samuel Richardson

b) Jonathan Swift

c) Daniel Defoe

6.  William Shakespeare wrote one of the following plays:

a) The Importance of Being Earnest
b) Much Ado About Nothing
c) Pygmalion
7.  One of the following works was not written by Charles Dickens:

a) The Sound and the Fury
b) David Copperfield
c) Oliver Twist
8.  One of these authors is not American:

a) John Milton

b) Thomas Pynchon

c) Toni Morrison

9.  One of the following poets is not from the period of Romanticism:

a) William Wordsworth 
b) Seamus Heaney

c) William Blake

10.  A New York street where many financial institutions are located is

a) Wall Street

b) Fleet Street

c) Main Street
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